: The number of isolates, split up by MLVA clonal complex (MC) and epidemiological information, such as the risk groups defined by the Workgroup Infection Prevention (WIP). The network reconstructed using geographical distances between hospitals, weighted by a hospital category/specific factor. Red squares denote university hospitals, blue triangles teaching hospitals, and black dots general hospitals. The structure of both networks is more or less the same, with groups of general hospitals around university hospitals, and a back/bone structure consisting of mostly University and teaching hospitals.
Simulating the hospital network
In order to measure the distance between hospitals, we simulated the national patient referral network of the Netherlands. The general structure of this network [1] is known, however, the exact position of each of the hospitals is not known, because they are only known by their semi/anonymous identifier. We therefore calculated the pairwise distance between the coordinates of all hospitals, measured on the Dutch national grid. These distances (D ij ) were then used to calculate the link strength between hospitals:
Where w ij is a weight factor (See table S4) to compensate for the disassortative mixing between hospital categories. The resulting metric is similar to the patient flow between hospitals, a high value indicates hospitals close together, a low value hospitals further apart. It is, however, not a direct reflection of the number of exchanged patients, but the resulting network has a similar structure to the original measured one ( Figure S3 ). Table S4 : To simulate the patient referral network, the geographical distance between hospitals was compensated by a weight depending on the types of hospitals, to account for the disassortative mixing between hospitals in the network (i.e. general hospitals tend to refer to teaching or university hospitals, not to other general hospital).
General Teaching University
General hospital 1 3 5 Teaching hospital 3 1 7 University hospital 5 7 1
